HA-824 c. early 19th century

RUPALTA
Havre de Grace, Md.

A frame, four bay, two and a half story farm house and milk house on
1.85 acres are material reminders of a 300 acre grant called "Rupalta",
first laid off in 1661. Architecturally the house is a Georgian plan
farm house enlarged and altered to reflect the changing needs and tastes
of its occupants. Located in the rich agricultural land in the hills above
Havre de Grace, the dwelling and milk house are still within the city limits.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

"Rupalta" is a four-bay, two-and-a-half story, rectangular frame
farm house having a two-story el on the east side, north elevation
and a low one-story enclosed porch extending across the east elevation.
The house, with 1.85 acres of land, faces south on Superior St.
(State Route 155) Although in the hills above Havre de Grace, the
property is within the city limits. It is covered with vinyl siding.

A three-bay entrance porch on a stone foundation is on the facade
(south elevation). A box cornice with a dentil band and plain frieze
is supported by six columns separated by railings; above the cornice
is a balcony with more railing.

The first floor facade has an irregqular fenestration pattern
contrasting with the four evenly spaced second floor windows with
pedimented dormers above them. All windows have 6/6 light sash with
the exception of the modern casement arrangements on the main block
facade, west end, and in the enclosed porch on the east elevation.

On the south end of the porch, the casements are framed by pilasters.

The main entrance is located in the central bay of the facade.
The door, six-paneled with glass in the upper four panels, is flanked
by sidelights of leaded glass with molded panels under them and a
twelve-light transom.

Both the main block and wing have gable end roofs, covered with
asphalt. Brnck chimneys rise from the interior ends of the main
block. A tall, thin brick chimney is also located on the exterior
of the east, gable, wall, main block. The roof has a plain box cornice.

Outbuildings:

On the east side of the dwelling is a frame milk house on a
high random-rubble foundation, lighted by one crudely, framed, pegged
window opening. Possibly, the structure containing one room and a
loft was once a spring house. The first floor room has a below grade
floor and plastered walls. While the first floor is entered through
a door on the south side, the loft is entered through double doors
on the west elevation. The gable roof is wood shingled. Attached to
the structure on the east side is a one room additbn of stucco over
stone, frame and formstone with a tin shed roof.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

A frame, four-bay, two-and-a-half story farm house and a milk
house on 1.85 acres are material reminders of a 300 acre grant called
"Rupalta". First laid off in 1661 for Henry Stockett, who owned all
the land, deeded to him by Godfrey Harmer in 1695, that was to become
Havre de Grace, the land today is in sub-divisions. Some names
associated with "Rupalta" in the 18th century are Barnes, Mitchell
and Gover. The present house known as "Rupalta" was probably built
in the late 18th or early 19th century. When James Mitchell died in
1812, he owned all 300 acres of the "Rupalta" tract (Judgment Book
G page 476). 1In 1880, the property came into the Hopkins family
through the marraige of Cassandra Gover to Werthington Hopkins.
Members of the Hopkins family, many of whom were prominent in the
‘ffairs of the town, lived in the house and ran a dairy farm there.

ney had the house extensively remodeled on the interior around 1920
and most of the land was sold to developers by a member of that family
in the late 1950°'s.

Architecturally the house is a Georgian plan farm house enlarged
and altered to reflect the changing needs and tastes of its occupants.
Located in the rich agricultural land in the hills above Havre de
Grace the dwelling and milk house are still within the city limits.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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Rupalta LAKD DEEDSZ

GRG 711 17 May 23, 1966

Grantors: Lawrence Zalmela and Virginia, his wife
Grantees: Ulayvton Stephens and Tla, his wife

1.85 acres

GRG 287 Zugust 20, 1959
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T. Ridgely Baker and Helen, his wi
Lawrence Sfalemla and Virginia, his wife
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GRG til 4 Steptemper 12, 1958

Grartor: Marcia L. Hopkinsg

Grantees: T. Ridgely Baker anc wife

Thomas . Hopkins by his Last "ill and Tesament to Marcia (RL. 2?2
JLR 182 352 March 8, 1%16%

Grantors: Lyman Perryv anrnd Elizakceth, his wife

Grantee: Thomas C. Hopkins

Knowrnn as part of a tract callec "Rupalta", 80 acres.

ALG 40 478 fpril 7, 1880

Grantor: J. Thomas C. Hopkins, trustee

Grantees: “orthington Hopkins and Cassancra, his wife
£4,200.C00 80 acres Zouity Court - Being the same land on which
they ncw reside and which was adjucged to Elizabeth Gover during
her lifetime with remainder to her children by a payment in
the tculty Court, May 18, 1843 in a suit of ejectment by Lewis
Horts vs. James Gover. Casandra Hopkins nee Gover was the
daughter of E£lizabeth and James Gover. The case states there
is one set of puildings cn the land.

HD 19 24 Septemper 2, 1835

Grantor: John Kean, theriff

Srantee: James Gover

James Gover purchased 200 acres called "Rupalta" for 5183.42;
th2 land was previously owned by Govers.

HC & 1e7 February 22, 1825

Grantor: Robert Gover

Grantee: George P. Gov

©1,003 200 acres

-

JLG K 158 Cctober 11, 1788
Grantor: pbennet Barnes, House Carpenter
Grantee: James Mitchell, Yeoman

200 acres

e
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
level of significance of this nomination is:
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National
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I herebv certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation
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